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SCHOOL TO PRISON PIPELINE
● Suspensions lead to incarceration
School to-prison pipeline is a vexing system. The average minority or learning disability 
child is more likely to not graduate and end up in the adult punishment center, known as 
prison. Suspensions are the reason why students are being taken out of school and begin 
their start on the school to-prison pipeline. The futures of these children are at risk; if a 
student does not understand that what they are doing is affecting the future of his or her life, 
they could continue down the pipeline. At the end of the pipeline the destination is 
incarceration and in some cases death. There is a distressing percent of minority children or 
with a disability being suspended or expelled compared to whites involved in the same 
occurrences. One does not normally think of incarceration or death when a student is 
suspended or expelled. The realization that is being looked for is that any student should 
not be more prone to being incarcerated than any other student of another race, class, or 
disability. 
The idea to play with in the topic is that many unfortunate students could still be able to 
graduate and avoid those dreaded courtrooms. According to statistics 130,000 students were 
expelled, 3.5 million were suspended both in the same period of 2006-2007 (Scully, 2015). 
The difference it will make is to get young adults to understand that a high expectation does 
not mean that getting frustrated and acting out is acceptable. Students need help to know 
what they have to do to get what they want out of life. It is important to make every child’s 
future seem important, filled with goals so that same the student can have dedication. It 
may be that no one else is going to make effort to improve his or her quality of life. Civic 
engagement is relevant here because there is lots of room to improve the lives of these 
students. School to-prison pipeline negatively affects the student’s education, quality of life, 
values and motivation. It is significant for every child to understand the real benefits of 
living a full and free life. Nothing is impossible, so that means when a child lands in jail 
they are losing not winning. Not said, that these students need to get away with what they 
did, but there should be somewhere else for these students to go.
 Public schools have made gaping disparities that disadvantage minority children. 
School to-prison pipeline is known as a catastrophe for human rights. There is no other 
place where someone could be arrested or eliminating upward mobility. Suspensions are 
the main cause of dropouts and onto a life of unemployment, desperation on 
social-welfare programs, and incarceration. 
School prison pipeline
Students of color and children with learning disabilities found themselves 
disproportionately locked into the pipeline at alarming rates. This ties into the 
environments of classrooms for young students behind in their education because 
special programs such as out of school suspension centers have low funding and 
minimum resources to service the students.     
An overly punitive school environment un-balances the student success. 
Evidence-based practices are intended to replace and improve learning climate and 
enhance school-safety. Improving the learning environment and managing skills 
used by teachers is something that needs to be evaluated and implemented 
immediately. Nance says this about why kids misbehave “Although educators 
frequently blame only the students themselves for student misbehavior, researchers 
consistently observe that students who misbehave in one classroom behave very 
well in another classroom” 
According to Hard times; Juvenile Crime (2013), “In china, 89,000 juvenile 
criminals sentenced by courts in 2008; at that time the population of young people 
was dropping”. It is evident that children are more likely to commit a crime when 
they have no parents. Hard times; juvenile crime (2013) adds that 570,000 high 
school students aged 15 to 19 were ineligible for the city’s high schools. A student 




For many the pipeline is real, a scary and fast rollercoaster. The ones who get 
themselves into this think it is all just some fun, a ride. In and out the system they go. 
Another one might have their parents incarcerated. Isn’t it a blessing to not belong to 
this deadly pipeline? Today’s teens have high expectations, no wonder many fall under 
pressures. It is important to note that any student can make it and better themselves. 
They need the right guidance near them all the time for some teens; one would argue it 
is worth it.  
Options to decrease the number of incarcerations due to lack of education
Ban out of school suspensions
This ties into the environments of classrooms for young students behind in their 
education because special programs such as out of school suspension centers have 
low funding and minimum resources to service the students. 
Ban zero tolerance policys 
Being actively involved in a supportive environment is the best experience for a 
student, instead of being worried about getting suspended for any minor incident.
Additional ways to improve the educational environment.
Increase Social Workers and Mental Health Professionals
Reduce Classroom Size
Money, Money, Money
